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1 OEL, Chap. ii. Verſes 12, 13. 


Therefore alſo now, ſaith the Lord, turn ye even to me With 
all your heart, and with faſting, and with weeping, and with 


mourning ; and rent your heart, and not your garments, and 


turn unto the Lord your God for he is gracious and mer- 


ciful, flew to 1 and of great kindneſs, and repenteth 


Him 0 the e evil. 


ere 


A the duty of ſting and humiliation made a part of 


the Moſaical economy, and ſeems founded on the 


dictates of reaſon and nature, ſo is it likewiſe highly a- 
greeable to the Chriſtian religion, and to the end and 


deſign of the Goſpel diſpenſation. The examples of faſt- 


ing enjoined by publick authority occur very frequently i in 
the Old Teſtament. The great day of expiation was a day 
of afflicting the ſoul; and the exhortation of the Prophet 
Jorr, which our Church has adopted for ſervices of this 
nature, repreſents it as a part of the repentance of a diſo- 
bedient, and rebellious people. 2290 

Wb 3 The 
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The conduct of the Ninevites, upon the apprehenſion of 


God's approaching judgments, ſeems to place it amongſt the 
branches of natural religion; as the means of reconciliation, 
which unaſſiſted reaſon would ſuggeſt unto mankind. And 
though our Saviour bas left no poſitive precept with regard 
to this duty, yet, as he has join d it with thoſe of Charity 
and Prayer, we muſt readily ſuppoſe it to be of 3 
dane and neceſſity. 


Accordingly we find it received by the Apoſtles, and prac- 
ticed in the primitive Church with the greateſt | exactneſs and 
ſeverity. It is earneſtly recommended by ST. JAMES ;—Be 
Micted, and mourn, and Weep. Let your laughter be turned 
into mourning and your Joy to heavineſs Humble e 
in the Sight of the Lord, and he Shall Ii ift you up. 


If this account of the riſe and origin of publick humili- 
ation, (hort, and imperfect as it is) ſhould ſerve to give a 

ſanction to our preſent ſolemnity, it becomes the immediate 
object of my duty and wiſhes, to endeavour to enforce the 
neceſſity of it. 


We are here met together for the ſolemn Wan den of = 
ourſelves, with faſting and prayer, before Almighty God, 
to ſupplicate his divine majeſty for the pardon of our 


fins, 


3 

fins, and the ſins of the nation; to implore his blei- 
ſing and aſſiſtance on our arms; and to beg the intervention 
of his Providence to give a happy iſſue to the war we are 
now engaged in; by reſtoring and perpetuating peace, ſafe- 
ty, and proſperity, to his Majeſty, and his kingdoms. 


And ſurely, if ever there was a time when we ſhould 
turn unto the Lord our God, it is this: when fo many en- 
tertain the moſt melancholy apprehenſions with reſpect to 
the future W and happineſs of theſe kingdoms. 


As to the juſtifying cauſes ad motives of the unhappy 
war in which we are engaged with our Colonies; theſe I 
ſhall not pretend to inveſtigate : : ſuch a diſcuſſion is neither 
ſuitable to my abilities, nor the place from whence I addreſs 
you. As the miniſter of the Goſpel of peace, and for the 
fake of the houſe of the Lord our God, I would wiſh to do 
good to every member of it: and I think I may juſtify my 
ſilence on points, where a great variety of ſentiments pre- 
vail, by reſpectable authorities. : 


CngisT, (lays one Author *) ate a Religion 1 8 
tally unconcerned with all human policy, and human 
| government ; and although ſome men, perhaps through 


B 2 3 innat- 


* Soame Jenyns on the Interual Evidence, &c. 


tA 1 
inattention (for I wiſh to be candid) to the particular cir- 
cumſtances of time and place, and to the perſons to whom 
they are addreſs'd, have produced texts of Scripture in 
ſupport of doctrines inconſiſtent with the natural rights 
of mankind, and contradictory to the genius and ſpirit 
of our happy conſtitution ; it is nevertheleſs certain, that 
our Saviour himſelf never purpoſely enters upon the ſub- 
ject of government; that being no neceſſary part of his 
| doctrine; but treats of it only as he was led by parti- 
cular occaſions. * His Apoſtles obſerved the ſame conduct: 
« ſo that the Scriptures ſtand clear of all diſputes about 
the rights of Princes and Subjects; they muſt be left to 


be decided by principles F natural equity, and the con- 
ſtitutions of the country.” 


* 


( 


«cc 


This perſuaſion, therefore, rather leads me to look for the 
cauſe of our national calamities in our national offences; 
and to enforce the neceſſity of your devout obſervance of 
this day, and your future amendment, as the conſequence 
and fruit of humiliation, from the convichon that the judg- 
ments of che Lord are upon this land, that the inhabitants 
thereof may learn righteouſneſs. No one ſurely will pre- 
tend to lay, that the Judge of all the earth does not do right, # 


in making the depravity of a nation, or. their general viola- 


tion 


* Bp. Sherlock on Romans xiii, xr. Diſcourſe xiii. vol. 4. 
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tion of his laws, as they are expreſſed in the book of nature, 
and more fully diſplayed in the Goſpel, an inſtrument of 
their puniſhment. 


That the happineſs, or miſery, of a people, conſidered 
collectively as ſuch, as well as that of any particular man, 
depends on their keeping, or violating, God's command- 
ments, is a propoſition that will ſcarcely be controvertcd. 
There is indeed a difference : for if we eſtimate happineſs 
by the ſtandard which the world has eſtablithed, the poſ- 
ſeſſion of outward bleſſings, and a freedom from temporal 
evils and inconveniences, the propoſition indeed is not ſo 
univerſally true, with reſpect to particular perſons, as it is 
with reference to kingdoms and ſtates. Every man of virtue 
is not always the child of proſperity: for many virtuous men 
drink of the bitter cup of affliction. The hands of many of 
them hang down ; and the knees of many arc weak. On 
the contrary, we frequently ſee the wicked man pofietling 
all thoſe bleſſings, which ſerve to the comfort or cinbellith- 
ment of life. This will not authoriſe us to arraign the Jul-- 
tice of God: for, as every individual is born to live for 
ever, the diſtribution of reward, and puniſhment, to thevirtue, 
or demerit, of every individual, may bc deſerred, without 
any imputation on the ſupreme governour of the world. 
On the great day of retribution, every ſeeming irregularity 
will be adjuſted ; the veil, which conceals from us the ways 


of 


„ 
of providence, will be removed ; and our adiniflion to a near 
and unclouded view of them will ſhew us, that the Judge 
of all the earth has done right from the beginning of time; 
and on that day every individual will receive according to 
what he has done, whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil. But, with reſpect to publick ſocieties, or nations, the 
caſe is difterent : for they are not made to be immortal, nor, 
as ſuch, will they be called to a future account. This life 
is the ſcene of their reward, and puniſhment. General 
virtue produces temporal proſperity ; and national depravity 
expoſes the ſociety to God's ſevere judgments, if it does not 
bring a total deſtruction on it; and the Almighty's diſpen- 
ations, with reſpect to nations, ſeem to proceed on one 
aniform and immutable foundation, the expreſſion and vin- | 


dication of his juſtice and goodneſs in this world. 


If this deſcription of the economy of providence does 
not carry with it ſufhcient conviction, to make you turn 
unto the Lord your God with all your heart, we will have 
recourſe to his own word to bear teſtimony to the truth 
of it. There 1s no judgment threatened to any nation in 
San dne but on account of the ſin and wickedneſs it was 
guilty of; and the denunciation is uniformly attended with 
the promiſe of mercy, on repentance. God ſolemnly de- 
nounced deſtruction to the city of Nineveb by his Prophet ; 

and 


„4 „4 „„ 


Tu 

and that within forty days. Upon the inhabitants of that 
city returning to God, the ſentence was revers'd ;—He re- 
pented of the evil that he faid he would do unto them, and did 
it not. The deſtruction of the Canaanites, as a people, was 
deferred, as long as their fins admitted a place for their re- 
pentance : but when the meaſure of their iniquities was full, 
the Almighty ſent the 1/raelztes to root them out, and to 
take poſſeſſion of their land. 


But let us conſider the hiſtory of the Jews, which con- 
ſtitutes ſo great a part of the Old Teſtament.— Select any 
period; and the ſituation of their temporal affairs may be 
determined by the ſtate of their moral character. Proſperity, 
and adverſity, invariably attended their righteoutneſs, or 
diſobedience, the fear of the Lord, or the breach of his 
commandments. 


The people of I/rae/ were indeed the choſen people of 
God, and diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the world by the 
ſpecial directions of his providence. This was not owing 
to any fixed partiality 1 in the Almighty to them, a8 a nation: 
for it is the opinion of able writers, that the choice of them 
Was for the ſake of true Religion ; to preſerve the one God 
among them, to propagate it among the nations, and to pre- 


pare the way for introducing | into the world, under proper 
circum- 


t 1 

cireumſtances, that ſeed, in which all the nations of the 
carth were to be bleſſed, The diſpenſations therefore of God 
to the Fes, as they relate to temporal bleſſings, and tem- 


poral puniſhments, may be applied to other nations: and 
the adminiſtration of his Providence, as evidenced to them 
in the exerciſe of favour and correction, is a pattern of his 
dealings with all the reſt of the world. 


If now this view of the general government of the world 
by God is a juſt one, a ſurvey of the preſent moral and re- 
ligious ſtate of this nation muſt fill us with fearful ap- 
prehenſions. A detail of national vices is a detail of na- 
tional miſeries ;—and J will not allow myfelf the liberty of 
running out into a declamation againſt the wickedneſs of 
' the times, The prayers appointed for this day acknowledge, 
that our prophaneneſs and infidelity, our hereſies and ſchiſms, 
our inordinate love of pleaſure, and other manifold offences, 
do juſtly deferve the ſeverity of God's wrath. Vice has loſt 
one of her characteriſtical qualities. She · no longer ſeeks for 
retirement and obſcurity, but defies obſervation and cenſure ; E 
—a dreadful addition to, and enlargement of, her power. 
But there is one prevailing fin, which leads to a general 
corruption and depravity,—the violation of the fabbath ; 
and which muſt be matter of grief to every ſerious and 
well-diſpoſed mind. It is become a day of diverſion to 

| : the 
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[9:1 
the great; a day of idleneſs and debauchery to the lower 
part of the nation. If the voice of correction is addreſs'd 
to this latter order of men, upon their non-attendance on the 
ſervices of the church on the ſabbath, or their licentious 
violation of it, they are apt immediately to ſay, do not our 
betters the ſame ? This queſtion, as it is grounded on an 
erroneous preſumption of its operating as an exemption from 
cenſure, is eaſily obviated ; but is nevertheleſs a mortifying 
one; as every ſerious man mult feel an uneaſineſs and diſ- 
compoſure, from reflecting that thoſe, who are diſtinguiſhed 
by their birth, rank, or any other preeminence, ſhould be- 
tray ſo viſible a neglect, and even contempt for one of the 
moſt important of religious duties, as to make it the object 
even of the clown's obſervation. 


They, who put the queſtion, mean it by way of defence 
and juſtification : and to this ſenſe, with reference to them 
only, it muſt be confined : : but will it not, in another view, 
take the ſevere form of ſatire ? Example certainly is of pow- 
erful agency in human affairs: be, who follows a good one, 
really conſults his own happineſs : but if we conſider him 

merely i in the character of an imitator, 1 doubt Whether he 
will be entitled to any other commendations, but what may = 
ariſe from the wiſdom of the choice, and the cloſeneſs of re- 
ſemblance. He, that follows an ill example, expoſes himſelf 
. | to 
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to the juſt imputation of folly ; whilſt the badneſs of the 
Archetype will never be admitted to excuſe, or even exte- 
nuate the guilt contracted by the imitation, 


But a brief conſideration of the nature of the Sabbath 
may be here neceſſary ; as it may ſerve to convince you, that 
the violation of it is not only an offence againſt God and 
religion, but is highly prejudicial to ſociety in general. As 
the Sabbath was originally deſigned for the religious com- 
memoration of God's works of creation , for acknowledging, 
and worſhipping, one true God and Author of all things; 
and praiſing him perpetually for his wiſdom and goodneſs; 
the negle& and violation of it is certainly a diſhonour to his 
majeſty ; a breach of a duty, which is of eternal and un- 
changeable obligation. This view of it, independent of its 
being the commemoration of our Saviour Reſurrection from 
the dead, is ſufficient to imprint a reverence for it on our 
minds: but the tendency which it has to promote the 


good of the community in general, ſhould likewiſe enorar 
it to our obſervance. | 


7 * 
* 2 * 4 1 . 


On the Lord's day, his word is adminiſtered unto us, not 
ſolely for our comfort, but our improvement : 4 ſenſe of 
the obligation and importance of relative duties is awakened 
within us; and the practice of them is enforc'd. It is true 


indeed, 


[24-1 

indeed, that an accurate knowledge of the nature and extent 
of thoſe duties, which include in them whatſoever things 
are true, are honeſt, are juſt, are pure, are lovely, and of 
good report, is beſt acquired by ſtill contemplation, and 
ſtudious inquiry: but then it is equally true, that our ne- 
ceſſary intercourſe with the world, the avocations of plea- 
ſure, and the allurements of temporary intereſt, have all 4 
5 tendency to weaken, and efface in our minds the impreſſion 
and character of moral virtues. The Sabbath ſerves to revive 
them in us; and to fix in our memory a permanent idea of 
their beauty, their uſefulneſs, their mae. 


But how ſhall we — for the ſpi iritual welfare of the 
ignorant, and laborious part of ſociety ; of thoſe whoſe whole 


L. time is employed in procuring their daily ſubliſtence ? If the 


Lord's day is neceſſary to them, as the day of humanity, in 
affording : them reſt from their labour, it is equally, if not 
more neceſſary to them, as the day of inſtruction in morality ; 
as a day of edification in Chriſtian righteouſneſs. The in- 
tereſts of human ſociety require us to ſet a value on an inſti- 
tution, which, by its regular returns, ſerves happily to preſerve 
nd perpetuate a ſenſe of religion 1 in the inferior members of 
For when this ſenſe (the vigilant centinel of the heart) 
is once removed, a corruption of principles, and a viciouſ- 
neſs of conduct, muſt immediately enſue. To che decay of 
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this ſenſe of religion we may fairly impute the viſible increaſe 


of theft and robbery amongſt us; and that violence, which 
has ariſen to ſuch an enormous height, as to become formi- 
dable, even to thoſe whoſe ſituation 1 in life might ſeem to 
ſecure them from its attacks. 


For the cure of theſe alarming evils to ſociety, we can 

not ſurely be willing to depend ſolely on the exerciſe of legal 
correction. Epicu kus, after he had excluded divine Provi- 

dence from the world, was neceſſitated perhaps to think, 
that the only argument left, which could reſtrain men from 
injuring others, was the fear of puniſhment. The Roman 
Philoſopher gives a more valuable opinion; and which is 
worthy even of the Chriſtian's attention: Take away, * tays 
he, piety, a and you deſtroy, at the ſame time, fidelity, human 
ſociety, and the moſt excellent virtue, Juſtice. It is, I am 
afraid, ſtrictly true, that the proviſions of the law, though 
entitled to our higheſt reverence, as the valuable productions 
of human wiſdom, and as being founded on an affectionate 
regard for the intereſts of ſociety, do not, from the corrup- 
tion of mankind, completely anſwer the good purpoſes for 
which they were intended. Other reflections alſo occur. 
Wiſe men have doubted how far human Laws ought | 


to inflict capital puniſhments. for Py poſitive offences. 4 


Some 
= Carr de Naturd Dawu 


+ Offences againft the municipal law only, and not againſl the law of nature, 


6 
Some have thought, that the ſeverity of the Laws hinders 
their execution: whilſt others have ventured to deliver it 
as their opinion, that a frequent extenſion of mercy operates 
to a multiplication of crimes. An examination. of theſe 


opinions far exceeds the compals of my abilities, 


One obſervation I will venture to offer to your attention. 
It is this: — If the right of the legiſlature, in any country, 
to enforce its own laws, by the death of the tranſgreſſor, 
does not ſtand clear of all doubt and controverly ; ; if the ſeve- 
rity of puniſhment i is not a ſufficient remedy for thoſe diſor- 
ders which affect the ſecurity and happineſs of a kingdom ; 
or if the exerciſe of mercy, that brighteſt ornament, and 
richeſt jewel of power, proves an encouragement to vice; 
the obvious conſequence ſurely i is, that, for the more effect- 
ual prevention of offences, deſtructive of the peace of lociety, 
and diſhonourable in the eyes of foreigners, to our civil 


polity, it is become highly neceſſary to endcavour to add the 
fear of God to the fear of the Magiſtrate. 


Another vice, big with danger to the community, is 
luxury though I am ſenfible that it has been defended on 
the principle of its uſefulneſs, in a free diſpertion of property ; ; 
3 the encouragement it gives to ingenuity, the ſource of 
private * and national honour ; and by the ſupply it 

affords 


affords to the neceſſities of the laborious part of mankind. 
In a commercial ſtate, this defence meets us with the ſtron- 
geſt force and vigour. If the ſpirit of luxury was confined 
ſolely to thoſe, whoſe rank and fortune allow them to yield 
to its ſuggeſtions, I would not dare to arraign it; and when, 
after the claims on their humanity are anſwered by the ex- 
ertions of a benevolent and well- directed charity (and ſurely 
the exerciſe of this great Chriſtian virtue, as it concerns the 
adminiſtering relief to our poor brethren, they are eminent- 
ly diſtinguiſhed for) when, I ſay, theſe demands are anſwer- 
ed, —their indulgence of it, within the bounds of modera- 
tion and ſoberneſs, is ſo far from being the object of 
cenſure, that it is of the higheſt benefit to ſoeisty. 


But when luxury ſpreads itſelf, like the nflvetce of a 
raging peſtilence, amongſt all ranks and degrees; when by 
the folly of imitation, that powerful agent in human affairs, N 
it deſtroys domeſtick happineſs, through the neglect, or 
total excluſion of economy, fo neceſſary to it; when, by 
its continual demands for the ſupply of a conſuming vanity, 
it leads to the breach of relative duties; when it betrays 
men into crimes, the commiſſion of which, before their ſe- 


duction by the allurements of pleaſures which they have no | 
right to enjoy, they would have ſhuddered at; and at the laſt | 
_ expoſes them to the ſhame and correction of publick juſtice; 


12 
it then, in my opinion, aſſumes not only the form, but even 
the ſubſtance, of a moſt deſtructive evil. 


But, be this fo, or not, my preſent concernment 16 not 
ſo much to trace luxury in every place, which one might 
reaſonably expect not to find the ſcene of its operations, as 
to view its effects on ſociety i in general ; on mankind in their 
aggregate capacity, as 4 nation. 5 


Look into hiſtory. Luxury was one of the cauſes of the 
rapid declenſion of the Perſan greatneſs. It contributed to 
the deſtruction of the Grecian ſtates ;—thoſe ſtates, which 
5 effectually oppoſed the attacks of wanton ambition, and deſ- 
potick pride ; and whoſe hiſtory, if viewed ſolely with reſ- 
pect to the extent of their power, and their internal happi- 
neſs, is till the object of admiration, and delight. Luxury 
undermined the boaſted liberties of the Romans, and was a 
powerful inſtrument i in putting a final period to that domi- 
nion, which they thought was decreed by Heaven itſelf, to 


be as firm, as it was extenſive. 


TR Shall we endeavour briefly to ſhew how this deſtructive 
vice operates ; this fatal poiſon.—which the concurrent 
teſtimony of hiſtorians, philoſophers, and politicians, aſſures 
us ſcarcely ever fails to conſume whole kingdoms and ſtates ; 

| —this 


1 
this grand deſtroyer, which levels with the duſt, and an- 
nihilates the moſt ſubſtantial buildings, which a long courſe 
of ages, and the nobleſt exertions of human fortitude, and 


human policy, have contributed te raiſe ? 


Luxury enervates the frength of the body, 6 the vigor 
of the mind; it makes men's. happineſs depend on a thou- 
ſand imaginary conveniencies and ſuperfluities; it creates in 
them an unreaſonable fondneſs for life, by a variety of ties 
and engagements, which endear it to them ; diſqualifying 
them from facing the apptoaches of danger, and death, 
with boldneſs and fortitude. It ſtifles the great motives of 
zeal for their Prince, and love for their country. Luxury 
weakens, and by degrees extinguiſhes the ſpirit of indepen- 
dence, which, when it is not attended with an intemperate 
pride, or an impatience of the reſtraints of neceſſary ſub- 
ordination, is an ornament to him who is actuated by it; 
whilſt it forms one of the ſtrongeſt barriers againſt every il- 
legal enercachment, — one of the greateſt ſecurities of a 
free ſtate. _ 


There is another vice, which peculiarly marks the com- 
plexion of the times; and which, as it is highly injurious 
to individuals, and offenſive to ſociety, requires ſome notice 
and reprehenſion I mean, the vice of calumny. Is any 
1 rank 


„ . 
rank or elevation in life ſecured from the infinuations of its 
malevolence, or the effrontery of its abuſe? The rough, 
and invidious repreſentations, which it daily offers to public 
view, diſguſt men of common taſte and judgment; and mult 
in time be eſteemed merely the exhibitions of a corrupt heart, 
without the leaſt reſemblance or affinity to truth. One 
conſequence will enſue, prejudicial to the intereſts of virtue : 
for men of wicked and depraved inclinations will ſet all 
cenſure at defiance, from a conviction that no one will ſeri- 
ouſly attend to its expreſſions; and a general incredulity, 
with reſpec to a fair delineation of character, will thus be- 


come an encouragement and ſupport to vice. 


It would give me pain to be ſuſpected of having the leatt 
attachment to that argument, which has been uſed for reſ- 
training the juſt freedom of the preſo, that it is neceflary 
to prevent the daily abuſe of it. A jealouſy of every exer- 
tion of power, which carries with it the leaſt appearance of 
circumſeribing conſtitutional rights, becomes an En gliſhman. 
He that feels it in the ſtrongeſt degree, may find ample la- 
tisfaction from the account given by an able and learned 
writer * of the true nature of the freedom of the preſs, ; and 
will, I think, concur. with his judgment, when he ſays, 
that to cenſure its licentiouſneſs, is to maintain its lüberties. 


„„ e t 


* BLACKSTONE, 
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But 1 will detain you no longer.— If the admonition con- 
tained in the text ſhould be addreſſed to one ſingle perſon, 
as a ſinner, it would certainly be worthy of his notice; for 


it ſpeaks the ſame language with the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 


If we view it as God's expreſs declaration to a ſinful people, : 


it forces a genera] attention : for the Almighty himſelf faith 


by his Prophet, that « He is gracious and merciful, flow 


to anger, and of great kindneſs, and repenteth him of the 


„evil.“ We have here a ſtrong and undeniable aſſurance, 


that a correction of our national vices, a revival of a ſenſe of 


God and Religion, and an amendment both in principle and 


practice, will ſecure to us, as a people, the Almighty's favour, 


and every gracious diſpenſation of his Providence; will ob- 


tain pardon for our fins; will avert thoſe heavy judgments, 


which we confeſs our manifold provocations have juſtly de- 


ſerved; will bring God's bleſſing on the arms of his Majeſty, 


and reſtore and perpetuate peace, ſafety, and proſperity, to 


O that there were ſuch an 


himſelf, and his kingdoms.- 


heart in the people of this land, that they would fear God, 


and keep all his commandments always; that it might be 


| well with them, and their children after them. 


May theſe kingdoms and their colonies be moulded and 
combined into one entire ſolid body, which, by its ſtrength 


and happineſs, may be the object of fear and my to its ene- 


mies. 
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mies. May we all be united under that form of government 
which the Roman hiſtorian “ deſcribes as the firmeſt; —a 


government, where the ſubject rejoices in obedience. 


God grant, that the apprehenſions of our danger, and, 


above all, the ſenſe of our offences againſt God, whom we 
have forſaken by an open and undiſguiſed licentiouſneſo, by 


an unguarded compliance with the weakneſs and infirmities 


of our nature, or in any other mode of rebellion and revolt, 


may incline us to turn unto him again with all our hearts. 


In his ſight, the nations of the earth are as a drop in the 
bucket, and are counted as the ſmall duſt in the balance. 


If the impreſſions of religious contrition laſt no longer 
than the day, I need not inform you, that it is not the fait 
_ deſcribed by I/aiah as acceptable unto the Lord: and our 


obſervance of it will be only an expreſſion of a willingnet> 


to comply with the injunctions of civil authority, without 


any reaſonable expectation of pardon and reconcilement with 


God, or the attainment of thoſe bleflings it is intended to 


ſecure to us. The day of national humiliation ſhould be 
the æra of national amendment ; and, if every one would 
D 2 CD  endea- 


* Oratio Furii Camilli Conſulis ad. patres de Latinis referentis — <« Certe: 


id firmiſſimum longe | Imperium eſt, quo obedientes gaudent. 1 
AI. 
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endeavour to reform himſelf, this great, this difficult work 
might be compleated. At leaſt, if every individual would 
frame his behaviour agreeably to the ſituation and character 
aſſigned him by Providence, this world would not be the ſcene 
of ſo much diſorder, contention, and violence, as it is. Every 
individual would by ſuch a conduct make his own pilgri- 
mage through life more chearful to himſelf, more comfor- 
table to his fellow-travellers ; and, what is of {till greater 
importance, would qualify himfelf for the attainment and 
enjoyment of pure and eternal happineſs, which our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt has promiſed to his faithful ſervants in the 
new Jeruſalem, — the city of the living God; where all ſhall 
be peace, order, and harmony for there will be eſtabliſhed 
the kingdom of Heaven. „ 


„„ 


